
 
 

Van E. Blanton Elementary School 
 

Parent/Student Handbook 
 

2008-2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continuing to make every minute count.



MIAMI-DADE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 
 

School Board Members 
 

Mr. Agustin J. Barrera, Chair 
Ms. Perla Tabares Hantman, Vice Chair 
Mr. Renier Diaz de la Portilla, Member 
Ms. Evelyn Langlieb Greer, Member 
Dr. Wilbert "Tee" Holloway, Member 

Dr. Martin Karp, Member 
Ms. Ana Rivas Logan, Member 

Dr. Marta Pérez, Member 
Dr. Solomon C. Stinson, Member 

 
Ms. Angelique Gayle, Student Advisor 

 
 

Superintendent of Schools 
Alberto M. Carvalho 

 
Deputy Superintendent, School Operations  

Freddie Woodson 
 
 
 

Miami-Dade County Public Schools 
July 2008 

 
 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
Districtôs Vision/Mission 
Message from Principal 
Message from Assistant Principal 
Schoolôs Mission Statement 
Alma Mater 
Biography of person the school is named after (if applicable) 
School Information 
Website 
Faculty Roster 
Feeder Pattern Schools 
District Calendar 
Important Dates 

Testing 
 Interim Progress Reports 
 Report Cards 
Activities 
 Clubs 
 Fieldtrips and Special Activities 
 Parties in School 
Fundraisers 
Attendance Policy 
 Attendance Review Committee 
 Excused Absences and Tardies 
 Unexcused School Absence 
Bringing Pets to School 
Arrival/Dismissal 
 School Hours 
 Bell Schedule 
 Before and After School Care Program 
 Late Arrival 
 Early Dismissal 
 Rainy Day Dismissal 
Comprehensive Reading Plan 
Messages and Use of Telephones 
Lost and Found 
Cafeteria 
 Food Cost 
 Free Breakfast 
 Free/Reduced Lunch Program 
 PAYPAMS 
 Cafeteria Rules 
Registration Procedures 
Confidential Information 
Parent-Teacher Association (PTA/PTSA) 
Emergency Contact Information 
Halls/Hall Passes 
Code of Student Conduct 
 Violations 
 Student Rights and Responsibilities 
 Dress Code 
 Uniform Policy 
 Cell Phones 
 Internet Use Policy 
Health Screening 
Immunizations 
Insurance 
Parent Portal 



Financial Obligations 
Grade Reporting 
 Academic Grades 

Conduct 
 Grade Point Average 
 Honor Roll Qualifications 
 Interim Progress Report 
Homework / Make-up Assignments 
Out of Area Transfer 
Textbooks 
Permanent Records 
Publications 
Procedures for Addressing Concerns 
School Center for Special Instructions (SCSI) 
Transportation Eligibility 
Safety and Security 

The Emergency Operations Plan 
 Accident Reports 
 Code Yellow/Code Red 
 Closing of School 
 Fire Drills 
 Transporting Students to School 
 Bicycles/Skateboards 
 Visitors 
 Elevator 
Media Center 
 Access 
 Checkout of Books 
Special Education 
Student Services 
 Academic Advisement 
 Career Specialist 
 Clinic 
  Medication 
 Counselor Request 
 School Psychologist 
 School Social Worker 
 Speech Therapy 
The Parent Academy 
Volunteer Program 
Title I 
Parents-Right to Know Letter 



Miami-Dade County Public Schools 
 
 
 

Vision Statement 
We are committed to provide educational excellence for all. 

 

Mission Statement 
 

We provide the highest quality education so that all of our students are empowered to lead productive and 
fulfilling lives as lifelong learners and responsible citizens. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VAN E. BLANTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
ñMaking Every Minute Countò        

 
The staff at Van E. Blanton Elementary works to develop each studentôs academic, social, physical and emotional 
potential in a wholesome, supportive environment so as to create life-long learners and contributing citizens in a 

multicultural and changing world. 
 
 
 
 
 

Biography 
 
Van E. Blanton was born on March 27, 1873 and died on July 21, 1950.  Mr. Blanton relocated to the Miami area 
from Madison County, Florida in 1926. He served in several educational positions including, Dade County School 
Board Trustee, School Board Member and as Chairman of the School Board for several years. He was the father 
of seven children. The eldest, Ellis M. Blanton was a Dade County Public School teacher. Ellis served as principal 
of Van E. Blanton Elementary School, which was named in honor of his father. 



Message from the Principal 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and/or Guardians: 
 
The Van E. Blanton Family is very pleased to welcome you and your child to our school for the 2008-2009 school 
year.  Our administration and staff are committed to providing quality instruction and service to our students, 
parents, and community.  As a result, Van E. Blanton Elementary has achieved a school grade of óAô for four 
consecutive years.  We intend to continue our path of academic excellence with high expectations from every 
student and a positive partnership with parents. 
 
The Parent/Student Handbook contains valuable information that will assist you and your child in having a 
successful school year.  It is important that you read it carefully and discuss its contents.  Additional information 
will be sent to you throughout the school year.  Please inquire often to ensure that you receive it from your child.   
 
Your support and involvement is needed in our efforts to make your childôs educational experience successful and 
rewarding.  Working together is the key to maximizing every studentôs potential.  At Van E. Blanton we pride 
ourselves on ñMaking Every Minute Countò, and with your support and assistance we are certain your child will 
achieve academically and develop socially. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Tangela D. Goa, Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SCHOOL INFORMATION 
 Van E. Blanton Elementary School receives Title I funding and is located in a low socioeconomic, urban 
environment at 10327 Northwest 11th Avenue, Miami, Florida 33150.  The school is a two story facility containing 
26 classrooms, along with an adjoining media center and a cafeteria / auditorium combination.  This 54 year old 
site has been retro-fitted to access the Internet.  The renovated media center houses a state-of-the-art closed 
circuit television system and Internet access via 40 computer stations.  Additionally, the school constructed an 
annex, which provides space for four kindergarten classrooms. 
 
Van E. Blanton Elementary School serves 611 pre-kindergarten through fifth grade students from the surrounding 
neighborhood.  The student body includes standard curriculum students, 65 percent; special education students 
(SPED), five percent; and Limited English Proficient (LEP) students, 30 percent.  Ninety-seven percent of the 
students are economically disadvantaged and thus qualify for the free or reduced lunch program.  The average 
daily attendance for students is 94 percent.  The schoolôs high attendance rate among students, as well as 
personnel, is due largely to the motivating efforts of the principal. 
 
Specialty programs implemented at the school include: Special Education Program with resource and 
consultation models for students with diagnosed exceptionalities; Limited English Proficient Program, which 
provides instruction in English for Speakers of Other Languages; Spanish S, which provides instruction in Spanish 
for Spanish Speakers; Spanish SL ï designed to help non-Spanish speakers acquire Spanish as a Second 
Language; Curriculum Content in Home Language (CCHL) ï offers instruction in the home language for speakers 
of Creole and Spanish; Gifted Program, which provides specialized, educational opportunities for students who 
possess outstanding talents and abilities; and an Academic Excellence Program that offers enrichment learning 
through the Chess Club and Writing Journalism. The focus of these programs is to enrich the educational 
achievement of the students. In addition, students who are in need of extra help in mastering the skills taught in 
the classroom are provided supplemental individual and/or small group services. Some students are in need of 
behavior modification and redirection of inappropriate conduct. The school site maintains an active and receptive 
School Support Team, including a social worker, school psychologist, counselor, teachers and administrators. 
 
The ethnic/racial makeup of the student population is 79 percent Black Non-Hispanic, one percent White Non-
Hispanic and 20 percent Hispanic. The diverseness reflected in the schoolôs student populace is mirrored in 
neighborhood residents ï 79 percent Black Non-Hispanic, one percent White Non-Hispanic, and 20 percent 
Hispanic. The ethnic/racial composition of the schoolôs personnel is 57 percent Black Non-Hispanic, 24 percent 
White Non-Hispanic and 19 percent Hispanic.  

GENERAL PARENT INFORMATION 

 

ACCIDENTS/ EMERGENCY CONTACT 
If your child is hurt at school, we will do everything to make him/her comfortable.  You will be called immediately 
and if you cannot be contacted, we will contact the person you have listed on the emergency contact card.  
Therefore, it is extremely important that you to keep this information current. 
 

ATTENDANCE   (See Attendance Policy Board Rule 6Gx13 5A-1.0401) 

Good attendance at school affects your childôs progress.  However, we do not want an ill child to come to school. 
EVERY ABSENCE AND TARDY must be followed by a note from home.  The note should indicate the date, the 
nature of the illness or the reason for tardiness.  If your child is absent for more than (2) days, please call the 
school and inform our attendance clerk of the reason for the absence. 
 

BEHAVIOR 
Our students are expected to show respect for themselves, other students, teachers, and other adults.  We 
encourage our staff to use positive reinforcement for good behavior.  Mid-period progress reports inform parents 
that their childôs conduct needs improvement or is satisfactory.  The following are our expectations for student 
behavior: 

We, the students of Van E. Blanton Elementary School, are proud of our school and want to be able to: 

 have excellent opportunities to learn; 

 have a safe and attractive school 

 enjoy working with our teachers and classmates; 

 develop good habits and attitudes, which will enable us to become responsible citizens. 



 
Students will be expected to respect and abide by the Code of Student Conduct, which has been developed by 
the Miami-Dade County Public School. 
 
AT VAN E. BLANTON ELEMENTARY WE ARE EXPECTED TO: 

 come to school every day unless we are ill; 

 bring a note when we are absent; 

 arrive at school on time; 

 keep our work materials and text books in good condition; 

 complete our class-work and homework carefully, and neatly; 

 come to school well groomed, neat and clean, and in uniform; 

 show respect for our teachers, other adults and each other; 

 keep our rooms, bathrooms, halls, and grounds clean; 

 take home written notices; 

 obey our patrols; 

 walk quietly in the halls; 

 let our teachers know if we need their help. 
 
SOME THINGS THAT ARE NOT ALLOWED: 

 fighting and bullying; 

 anything that can could be used as a weapon; 

 profane language or language which threatens or is insulting; 

 substances harmful to our health; 

 gum; 

 harassment. 
 

LOST/STOLEN BOOKS 
It is county policy that every student has a textbook for each subject.  However, if your childôs books are lost or 
stolen it is your responsibility to pay for the books.  The cost will be based on the condition of the textbook. 
 

PARENT OUTREACH CENTER 
The Parent Outreach Center is located in Relocatable-1.  The center provides information and resources for our 
parents and the community at large.  It offers classes on health care, parenting skills, homeownerôs information, 
etc.  In addition, you may obtain information on GED, ESOL and literacy classes from the center.  The Parent 
Outreach Center hours of operation are 8:15-3:20pm daily.  The phone number is (305) 696-9241 extension 146. 
 

PROGRESS REPORTS/INTERIM REPORTS 
Anytime your childôs grade for any subject drops a letter grade and/or drops below a ñCò - you will be given a 
written notice.  You will receive an Interim Progress Report each nine-week grading period.  The dates for Interim 
Progress Report distribution are:  September 17, 2008; November 26, 2008; February 18, 2009 and May 6, 
2009. 
 

PUPIL WORK FOLDERS 
A folder with all important tests and assignments as well as other samples of your childôs work is kept by your 
childôs teacher.  Most teachers send these papers home on a regular basis for your signature.  However, you are 
welcomed to review this file at anytime.  Please let your childôs teacher know if you would like to review the work 
folder. 
 

RAINY DAY DISMISSAL 
Please plan ahead and make the necessary arrangements so your child knows the exact procedure to follow if it 
is raining at dismissal time.  During heavy downpours, children who do not ride the bus will be kept in the 
classroom.  Students who ride the bus will be dismissed at the regular time.   
 
We are sorry, but we cannot permit children to use the telephone except for emergencies.  
 



REPORT CARDS 
Report cards are issued every nine weeks and are a record of your childôs progress.  Letter grades of ñAò ï ñFò are 
assigned in grades one through five with ñCò being average.  Grades are issued for scholarship, effort and 
conduct.   
 
BEFORE PROMOTION TO THE NEXT GRADE LEVEL, A STUDENT MUST HAVE MASTERED THOSE BASIC 
SKILLS IDENTIFIED FOR THE PRESENT GRADE. 
 
These dates for report card distribution are as follows: 
 
 First Grading Period   November 10, 2008 
 Second Grading Period  February 2, 2009 
 Third Grading Period  April 15, 2009 
 Fourth Grading Period  June 18, 2009 
 

 Report cards will be mailed to those students who have submitted a self-addressed stamped envelope at 
the end of the fourth grading period.  All other will be available for pick up on June 25, 2009. 

 

THIRD GRADE PROMOTION 
It is the ultimate goal of the Florida Legislature that every student read at or above grade level.  Any student who 
exhibits a substantial deficiency in reading, based upon locally determined or statewide assessments or through 
teacher observations conducted in kindergarten or grades 1-3, must be given intensive reading instruction.  If a 
studentôs reading deficiency, is not remedied by the end of grade 3, as demonstrated by scoring at level 2 or 
higher on the statewide assessment test, the student must be retained. 

The parent of any student who exhibits a substantial deficiency in reading must be notified in writing of the 
following: 

1. That his or her child has been identified as having a substantial deficiency in reading. 
2. A description of the current services that are provided to the child. 
3. A description of the proposed supplemental services and supports that will be provided to the child 

that are designed to remediate the identified area of reading deficiency. 
4. That if the childôs reading deficiency is not remediated by the end of grade 3, the child must be 

retained unless he or she is exempt from mandatory retention for good cause. 
 

The district school board may only exempt students from mandatory retention for good cause.  Good cause 
exemptions shall be limited to the following: 

 Limited English Proficient students who have had   less than two (2) years of instruction in an English for 
Speakers of Other Languages program. 

 

 Students with disabilities whose Individual Educational Plans indicate that participation in the FCAT is    
not appropriate 
 

 Students who demonstrate an acceptable level of performance on the alternative assessment approved 
by the Florida Board of Education.  As required by State Board of Education Rule 6A-1.094221(2), the 
standardized assessment to be used is the grade 3 norm-referenced test (NRT) portion of the FCAT 
reading or a parallel form of the Stanford Achievement Test (SAT), administered by the district to eligible 
students.  To demonstrate an acceptable level of performance, the student must score at or above the 
45

th
 percentile on the FCAT NRT.  The SAT may only be administered once to meet the good cause 

exemption. 
 

 Students who demonstrate, through a student portfolio, that the student is reading on grade level as 
evidenced by demonstration of mastery of the Sunshine State Standards in reading equal to at least a 
Level 2 performance on FCAT.   

 

 Students With disabilities who participate in the FCAT, and who have an Individual Education Plan (IEP) 
or a Section 504 plan that reflects the student has received the intensive remediation in reading, for more 



than two (2) years but still demonstrates a deficiency in reading and was previously retained in 
kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2, or grade 3. 
 

 Students who have received the intensive remediation in reading as required for two (2) or more years 
but still demonstrate a deficiency in reading and who were previously retained in kindergarten, grade 1, 
grade 2, or grade 3 for a total of two years.  If promoted under this exemption, intensive reading 
instruction must include an altered instructional day based on the deficiencies identified during the PMP 
process that includes specialized diagnostic information and specific reading strategies. 

 

VISITORS 
For the safety and protection of all boys and girls, all visitors, including parents, must always sign in with a 
security guard before proceeding to the main office.  During school hours no child will be permitted to leave the 
building with a visitor, including parents, unless a written form has been signed in the office.  No child will be 
permitted to leave school with an unauthorized adult.  Authorized adults must have their names on the emergency 
contact card.  No student will be dismissed during the last 30 minutes prior to dismissal. 

 
Website 
http://vblanton.dadeschools.net 
 

 
 

 

http://vblanton.dadeschools.net/


 



 
 


